MBSN – RAC 

May 1, 2003 Meeting

EDASC Building

Mount Vernon, WA

People Attending:

Charles Eggert

Charles Morton

Bill Vaux

Tom Westergreen

Randy Bartelt

Barb Swanson

Al Craney

Mark Langston

Jeri Krampetz

Daniel McShane

Eron Berg

Elaine McRory

Tom Sheahan

Jon Vanderheyden

Dewy Desler

Komo K. Outdoor School

Concrete School District

Barbara Hawkins & Christie Fairchild

Skagit and Whatcom County School Districts have over 60 schools un served by an environmental program.  

Watershed education needs to begin with the basics.  

Land vs. Water on the Globe:  Introducing children to the world of water.  Children will get to integrate new skills w/ math and other important subjects.  Conserve and be careful with our resources.   

3 main components:

Outdoor School

High School Leadership Program; selected high school students the opportunity to develop leadership skills.  

What would happen to the project without funding?  Could give the program a good start, but couldn’t take it as far as it deserves. 

$75 dollars per student / 3 days

Cascade Bridge Debri

Skagit County

Barb Hathaway
Debri left over from a washout that happened in 1980.  Debri was not a problem in the beginning, but has now become a hazard.  Wild and scenic river, would like to restore.

Speaker: Kayak Instructor

Hazard to navigation, at least 3 deaths.  Referred to as a strainer (water passes through, but larger objects do not).  Class 5 rivers, has long complex rapids, known from around the country.  The debri can be passed on the left side.  Even pulling some of the smaller debri out of the water would be beneficial.  The river is typically high in the summer, but this year should be lower than normal.  

Lie in a very narrow section of the river.  There is no road access to this section, but they have come up with a plan to life the debri out of the water.  Construction could not be completed by the end of the summer, construction would be in 2004.  

120,000 seems high, would like to see a break down.  Would be this years project for Skagit County.  Could go as low as $100,000.  Logging companies quoted at 80-90,000.

Skagit Bald Eagle Center

USBEFA
Sheri Cook 

Program Coordinator

Received a grant last year.  All volunteer organization.  Bald eagles are an attraction.  Information center for visitors.  Been meeting for 7 years at Rockport fire station in a small room.  Work with the forest service.  80-90 volunteers located at three locations for visitors.  Present general information; slide shows, and education coordinator.  Brochures, channel 13 news.  600 people showed up in one day for Eagle Festival.  Last year grant funds were $3,430. December to February.  WFFE gave grant funds for Internet website.  Would like to continue programs next winter. Without a coordinator they are unable to send out letters to school, speakers.  

Interpreter Center Planning

Lake Baker Restore/Edu.
NPS
Micheal Brondi
Will be needing plants put back into the section along the river.  Keep local people from poaching.  Little baker project will be located about ½ miles for the school.  The total at the end of the proposal is for 3 years.

Resource Stewards Program

North Cascade Institute

Trish Navarre

This is a 17-year-old, non-profit organization.  Conserve northwest environments through education.  When people think of home they don’t just think of home, work, school, but the environment around them.  Trying to reach young people, right now reach about 10,000 people a year.  

Major Program Areas

-Schools and summer youth programs

-Adult Seminars

-Volunteer stewardship

-Outreach and Teacher Training; annual training for teachers

-Graduate Program; 2-year graduate program, partnership w/ WWU.  

Helping kids connect to land.

Volunteer Stewardship

Eagle Watching Program

90 volunteers/year

3 days of training

3 eagle watching sights

Outreach of 10,000 on Friday, Saturdays, and Sundays

Skagit River Stewards

30-volunteers/ year

Collected biological and physical data

Mountain Stewards

15 volunteers/ year

2 days of training

Safety and leave no trace

Skagit Watershed Education Program

60 Classes per year

1,200 students per year

Annual teacher workshops

Curriculum Materials

Evaluation of students; 90 of teachers see increase interest from students, more respect for the environment. 

Request funds for this year $85,200, received 53,000 last year.  Raise double that.  

USDA-FS

Deb Paul
1.North Cascade Wall Exhibit

Moved into the building last August.  Design, fabricate and install a multi-faceted wall exhibit to be placed in the visitor area.  Will help to provide basic orientation information. 16-foot length of wall, and 5 ft. high.  Wants to help educate.  Community connection built would like to be working with the tribe and their culture, and maybe including art of the community.

Develop an interpretive wall exhibit depicting natural and cultural histories of the North Cascades.

Compliment building aesthetics and solicit contributions for historical photographs. And artwork from the community members.

2.  Portable Exhibit Panels

Help develop portable display manuals.  Could be used in presentations given at other locations.  

3. Creating Community Connections
Heather Meadows

Mt. Baker, Snoqualmie, National Forest

Mt. Baker Ranger District

Multi year educational effort focused on stewardship and forest health at the heather Meadows area.

Student Interns work with the Forest Service to network within communities and organize educational programming and interpretive media related to sub-alpine restoration efforts in the area.

Heath Meadows Visitor Center and area facilities are used as venues for educational programming during the summer season.  

Over 15,000 walk in visitors were welcomed at the Heather Meadows visitor center in 2002.  Traffic counts total more than 150,000 day visitors.

Efforts have been make since the 1990’s to restore Heather Meadows.

SKY Nursery Program relationship where students took seed collections and cuttings that they are looking at brining back into the Heather Meadows Area.  They were taken to the green house and grown.  Good educational opportunity the for the kids.  

North Cascades Recreation Accessibility Guide

Skagit County Map & Guide

Publications are no longer going to be produced any longer.  North Cascade, and Mt. Baker Guide. Full colored , a proposed 28 pages, a key map, and area maps.

Description of trails, camp sights, activities.  1,000 printed to start.  

A committee will come up with the draft.  

Morgan Creek In stream  

Harry Welch

Study design working towards in stream work.  17,000 feet of stream.  

Objectives:

Enhance fisheries habitat for rearing and spawning.

Tasks:

Assess site and map stream

Develop restoration plan and design

Conduct baseline monitoring document fish us

Document fish use

Resources:

CREP Site Riparian Plantings

Salmon 

Prior project on Winters Cr. 

Adjacent slough and USFS land

Degraded Habitat

Lack of structure

Poor gravel sorting

Poor cover

Offender

Travel expenses, supplies, meals, and LI expenses.  

Wages and benefits for the crew boss.

2 ½ tons of litter, 100 different campsites, installed 22 camp site markers in the cascade river area, installed barrier mats, brushes 1.2 miles of road have so far been done in 2 months.

They work 32 days at 10 hours/day.  5-7 crewmembers

12 months a year

Any kind of work that the Ranger district wants to be done as long as it’s not a position that somebody is hired to do.  Offenders are housed separately.  Only low risk offenders.  Full background checks on everybody before putting out into public areas.    

Right now there are 8 full time crews.  Some offenders live at home, and check in daily for work as if it were a regular job.  

A lot of work that cannot be afforded, these crews can do.

Mountain Goat Research

Cliff

Space Use

Habitat

Home range

Seasonal movements

Survey Evaluation

Sight ability

Doubt count surveys

Mark-resight

Areas

North Cascades

South Cascades

East Cascades

Major population goat

Isolated goat population

Application

Habitat Mapping

Planning evaluation

Survey design

Population evaluation

Reintroduction sites

Survey Protocols

Estimates that are

· objective, consistent, defensible

Coordinated with other projects on adjacent lands

Meets purposes of legislation

Enhances forest ecosystems

Track goats w/ collar.

Grizzly Bear Outreach Project

Chris Walker

North  Cascade Ecosystem  

10,000 square miles

40% Wilderness

90% Federal & State Land

Designated since 1991

Majority of population support grizzly bears

Potential augmentation in B.C.

Objectives;

Promote an accurate understanding of grizzly bears and their recovery 

Provide easier access to community about grizzly bears

Promote communication and information for knowledgeable 

ApproachSkiv

Biologist, rural sociologist/ communication expert

All stake holders. Local ownership & relevance

Non-advocacy

Components
Community Assessment Interviews (130)

One-on-One Meetings

Coalition

Kitchen Meetings

Slide Shows

Brochure

Media

Progress
The pilot project went well

Acceptance in the community

Sound media coverage

Future

Continue on the east side and move into the west side.

www.bearinfo.org
Skivou Island Bridge

Goals 

Access for Environmental Education

Access for Restoration Maintenance

Access for Waterfowl Hunting

Environmental Education Projects

Elementary, Middle & High School

Skagit Valley College

Mt. 

Roger Nichols

Water quality

Fisheries

Recreational Access

Replace culverts.  Showed several photos of showing culverts w/ rust.  

Replace Upper Canyon & Anderson

Uppers Canyon Creek Bridge is old and rotted.  Fisheries & unsafe for snowmobiles.  

Anderson creek is a popular snow park.  Culverts were put in about 1960’s.  Culverts are a fish barrier (mostly char, dollies).  Open channel.  56, 000 people use the snow park during the winter.  Culverts plug and water floods.



Suattle Road Project

This road gets a lot of use. There is both state land and private land around the area that is commercially used.  Homes near the 9mile bridge.  Had problems with the edges of the road breaking off.  Safety is a big reason for wanting to fix the road.  Along the road section there are several pockets of silt.  Drainage needs to be improved.

SKY

Jeri Krampetz

Whatcom & Skagit County

Sedro-Woolley School district made it mandatory to graduate from State Street High School.

Summer & Winter Programs

Fund Ridge Runner

Partnerships

Whatcom   County Park

Skagit County Park

Mt. Baker School District

Sedro-Woolley School District

SKY Native Plant Nursery

Money contributed back to the forest. 

Amanda , SKY Student 2000

Mt. Baker Sanitation Facilities Project

Fly in toilets into main camping areas.  People are leaving human waste along the trail.  Soil does  not decompose human waste.  

Camp area Hogsback- Coleman Glacier

Right now there are no facilities on the campground.  


The old method was composted toilets.  Now they use a 30 gal vault toilet (these work good and the public response is really good.)  A lot cleaner and less contact of human waste.  

12 toilets in the summer of 2002 from mid July – October.  Would rather have them in longer.

4 hundred gallons of human waste was removed in 2002.

Skagit Ridge Runner

Barbara

Partnership between PNTA, SKY , Ranger District.  The chosen sky student works with the ranger.  Last summer was the first ridge runner and it was the first time we had consistent patrol.  Patrols have been very beneficial, it provided visitor contact, leave no trace, rules and regulations, and general rules of camping, trail maintenance and facilities.  They monitored use on system and non-system trails. Lots of trail maintenance and hauled out a lot of garbage.  

Ridge Runners have been a huge success for the Ranger District, and Sky.  Would like to continue this program.  

Friday – Monday work schedule.  4 ten hours/day

Wilderness Inner-city Leadership Development

Tonya Kim

Mission of IDHA is to improve the quality of life for International district residents and Asians.  

Wild is a program designed for Asian and Pacific Islander teens to develop the social and leadership skill through; multilingual, intergenerational, environmental justice community service.

Work readiness skills

Environment & social justice

Consciousness

Environmental stewardship

Social and leadership skills

Link EJ with the natural environment

-Job shadow

-camping

-participating w/ eagle watching program

- Tour hydroelectric facilities

- Snow shoeing

-visiting interpret centers

Commitment

Action – youth training  

Connection – natural environment

Access – 

Northwest Weather & Avalanches (NWAC)

Mountaineers Data Network Sites

-38 stations at 16 different sites

-2-3 Sub Stations

Covert from meteor burst to cell-phone

Add wind speed and direction to hourly data

The information from the data is used to produce forecasts

· avalanches

· fire watch

Education benefits 

Shows data users what’s happening in the mountain right now

Avalanches are #1 natural disaster in WA

Sensors

Well constructed towers, and easy access

Communication antennas have to be protected

Nature Conservancy 

Lisa

Assess Riparian Restoration Culvert

Own 5 properties, long term restoration projects on these lands.  

Catalogue stewardship needs on five TNC owned properties along the Skagit Wild and Scenic River Corridor.

Properties were acquired for the protection of eagles, trout’s, pink chum and Coho salmon.  

 Dupius Property

20 acres

151 ft. gravel bar

slough channel

spawning/rearing habitat for 3 species

Proposing – do an assessment of the property 

Wilcox Property

1 mile of river 

185 acres

side channels for salmon spawning and rearing habitat

Proposing – additional restoration work

Hurn Property

131 acres near concrete

one mile of riverfront

upland forest

would like to transfer this property to the forest service

Proposing – remove culverts, 

Rader Property

20 acres near marble mount

1000 stream frontage

adjacent w/ USFS properties

homestead, clearing may be historic site

Improve habitat

Peterson Property

73 acres

3300 river frontage

bordered by USFS

high density Chinook

illegal trespassing, improvements for salmon habitat

Project Benefits

TNC is committed to the long-term stewardship of these parcels. 

An assessment would allow TNC & USFS to prioritize restoration projects and funds.

