RESOURCE ADVISORY COMMITTEE

MEETING

March 14, 2002

Members Present:

Jeri Krampetz, Pacific Northwest Trail Association

Barb Swanson, NW Ecology Stearing Alliance

Mark Langston, NOLS

Tom Westergreen, Great Western

Al Craney, SCD

Randy Bartlet, Trillium Corp.

Elaine McRory, Citizen – Whatcom Co.

Jerry Hunter, Education Officials

Dan McShane, Whatcom County

Eron Berg, Town of La Conner

Charles Morton, Puget Sound Energy

Chuck Eggert, Teamsters Local 231

Bill Vaux, Port Gardner Timber Co.

Jon Vanderheyden, USDA Forest Service

Sarah Scott, Whatcom Land Trust

Ed Goodman, Skagit County Sheriff

Tom Sheahan, Skagit County DEM

CALL TO ORDER

Chairperson Jeri Krampetz called the meeting to order at 9:20 a.m. Because visitors were present Ms. Krampetz asked everyone to introduce himself or herself.

Bylaws Update

Jon Vanderheyden, District Ranger, brought a two-page set of operating principles he obtained from a Resource Advisory Council in Oregon that elected not to have bylaws. He urged the committee to think about doing something similar, rather than spending time adopting bylaws. He said he would make copies available to members of the committee for review. Chairperson Jeri said the issue of bylaws would be taken up again at the next meeting

Prioritizing Criteria

Prioritizing criteria was talked about at length at the last meeting. A numbered list of the priorities as they stand approved at the last meeting was submitted to the committee. An amendment was approved to move water quality to the 9th position on the list.

Northwest Forest Plan 

Using maps and overlays, Jon Vanderheyden of the U.S Forest Department gave a brief overview of the areas of concern for this resource advisory committee. 

Jon explained the Northwest Forest Plan, a revised forest plan adopted in 1994 in response to loss of habitat of the Spotted Owl, and other endangered species. The plan banned timber harvesting in critical areas in order to restore and provide habitat for these species.

 Traditionally, the Federal government has not provided funds to implement the plan, and there has been a loss of revenue due to the restrictions on timber harvest.

Conflict of Interest

Conflict of interest voting was also addressed. After several voting options were discussed, the group decided that a committee member who is also a sponsor of a project before the group, has a conflict of interest and cannot vote unless the group doesn’t have a sub-group quorum, or a motion is carried with no opposed.

Project Presentations

Before the project presentations began, it was decided that no binding vote on the projects would be taken at this meeting because not all the members had been notified in advance that a vote was to take place.

Peter Wagner, U.S. Forest Ranger, introduced the Suiattle River Road Project. The total project dollars are $90,483.

Baker Lake Highway Repairs Project was also introduced, using a power-point presentation. The total project dollars are $124,000.

Roger Nichols, U.S. Forest Ranger, presented the Gee Creek Road Project. The total project dollars are $67,000.

Doug Walker, Alternative Education Director, Sedro Woolley School District, presented the S.K.Y. Project (service, knowledge, youth) request for $35,000.

Don Gay, U.S. Forest Service Ranger, told about the Non-Commercial Thinning in Late Succession Reserves Project in the Phinney Creek area. The total dollars for the project are $34,000.

Otis Allen, U.S. Forest Ranger, gave a power-point slide presentation and provided handouts for the Skagit Restoration Planting Objectives. The total dollars are, $45, 000, spread over 3 years.

Jeri Krampetz presented the Skagit Ridge Runner Program, a program that would operate in conjunction with S.K.Y. Project. The total project dollars are 13,500.

John Vanderheyden, District Ranger, Mt. Baker Ranger District, spoke about the River Guide Program, a proposal to produce 10,000 copies of a 24 page  (including maps) interpretive guide.

Jeri Krampetz led a discussion of the North Fork Nooksack Spring Chinook Acclimation Sites Program. The question was raised as to whether Skagit County was willing to fund a project that mainly benefits Whatcom County. It was argued that the two counties could work together for mutual benefit. The total cost of the project is $50,000.

Ranking Projects

Clarification was made that although the RAC is an independent body, it’s funding is Title II monies from Whatcom and Skagit Counties. The council has appropiated $190,483 in funding for this year. According to Title II funding guidelines, 50% of this funding must go to roads and streams restoration. 

After a lengthy discussion about funding strategies, a handout entitled Force Ranking Decision Process (a suggested example for ranking projects) was provided to facilitate the project ranking discussion.  

 It was decided that a straw vote would be taken to help committee members become familiar with the ranking process. The results of the straw vote placed the Gee Creek Erosion, S.K.Y. Education, and the Baker Lake Road Repair projects as the three top priorities at this time.

Jon Vanderheyden will e-mail the results of the straw vote to the committee members.

The Next Meeting

It was decided that at the next meeting there will be discussion about the individual projects by the sub-committees, who will select projects for funding approval.

The meeting is set for April 11th at the Whatcom County multi-purpose room.

Jerry Hunter will be unable to attend and will participate in the meeting via telephone conference.

Adjournment

Chairperson Jeri Krampetz adjourned the meeting at 3:20 p.m.

